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HAPPENINGS

Dining for Dollars
January 20, Wednesday

Mention you’re with Echo Canyon
School & our school will receive a
portion of your purchase.
Please join us to support your school
fundraiser.
7111 East Thomas Rd., Scottsdale

Echo Canyon PTO Meeting
4th Tuesday of the Month
Held virtually via zoom,
this month we meet
Tuesday 1/26 @ 6pm

MASK UP

ECHO CANYON STYLE

$10 child
$15 adult
Click here
to order!

BY VALERIE RAMOS

Did you know that all K-8 EDL students are now part of the Echo Canyon family?
Starting in January, Echo Canyon became the home school for all K-8 students in
the Scottsdale Unified School District. This means that any EDL K-8 student in the
district is also an Echo Canyon student.
Enhanced Distance Learning began at the start of the school year, with all SUSD
classes taking place remotely. In September, while many students resumed inperson instruction, some opted to stay online and continue learning through this
virtual classroom setting. With the uncertainty of COVID-19, EDL gained
popularity and has become a significant learning model during the pandemic.
Unlike the SUSD Scottsdale Online (SOL) model, where the majority of time
students learn asynchronously and have minimal interaction with their teachers
and classmates, EDL is as close to the in-class experience as is possible from
home. Students videoconference with their teachers and classmates during
normal school hours via Zoom or Google Hangouts. Much like an in-person
experience, EDL students attend specials and even view the Echo Canyon
morning announcements.
Because EDL is similar to the in-class experience, many of the in-class skills and
activities are the same in EDL. During instruction, the computer is primarily just
the window through which teacher and students see each other. Students still
spend a large amount of time putting pen or pencil to paper, working with their
textbooks or handouts their teachers uploaded to the classroom webpage, and
engaging with each other. First grade EDL teacher, Jillian Kersten, focuses on the
positives of this learning format, emphasizing that by addressing the emotional
needs of students first, we can best help them learn. “As adults, we know that life
is not supposed to be this way, so I want to provide a soft place for my students
to land,” she says, adding that she allows time for conversation, show and tell,
and assigns personal writing prompts to give her students a sense of belonging.
(Continues on page 2.).
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students’ desks and check their progress, students are learning to
be more aware of what the camera can see, and adjust accordingly.
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their computer screens downward to give their cameras—and
teachers—a view of their assignments. “In many ways, EDL has
brought more awareness to my child’ s work—the teacher can
always see what he is doing and can help him along with his
classmates without having to walk to each student individually”
said Michael Malin, an EDL parent.
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to

Through EDL, parents have

maintain

some

semblance
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normalcy—where students can still see and speak with their peers
and be a part of a classroom.

To develop a positive classroom

culture online, EDL teachers use a variety of strategies, including a
daily “secret student,” small group “break-out” sessions, and virtual
one-on-one meetings.
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communications@echocanyonpto.com
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PRINCIPALISM
By Kat Hughs

Happy 2021 Echo Canyon Families! Welcome to our
second semester of the 2020-2021 school year.
Scottsdale Unified School District has chosen to
continue with two virtual options for students, in
addition to in person learning. This has brought some
changes to our little campus. As a K-8, we were allowed
to have our middle school students return for a full day
of instruction.
(Continues on page 3).
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(Continued from page 2).
Many of our middle school students were staying after
the 11:50 dismissal for our Safe Place to Learn. Being
able to keep them for a full day of school, allows us to
maintain synchronous and live instruction for all 6th
through 8th grade students. We are pleased to be able
to offer Echo Canyon Middle School students EDL or in
person instruction. Our Echo Canyon K-5 students are
back face to face and although we had some shifts in
enrollment which caused us to collapse sections or
open new sections, we have started to settle in nicely.
We are thrilled to welcome over 600 new K-5 students
from around Scottsdale Unified to join us as part of
Enhanced Distance Learning at Echo Canyon School
(EDL@ECS). This is the EDL option for students for all of
Scottsdale and is a program hosted by Echo Canyon
School. Both our K-5 EDL@ECS and our 6-8 EDL option
have live streaming for students throughout the school
day. SUSD also offers Scottsdale Online Learning (SOL)
which is more asynchronous learning for students k-12.
We appreciate everyone’s patience as we have worked
diligently to sort out enrollment and classroom shifts.
We know that this semester is going to be amazing. I
am so excited to have Echo Canyon involved in the
many wonderful learning opportunities for SUSD
students. For our in-person learners, we have
continued our COVID mitigation strategies, including
hand washing and/or sanitizing throughout the day,
maintaining social distance and enforcing proper mask
wearing. We are still able to maintain a separation of 3
feet for students in our classrooms and 6 feet when
they are in the café for lunch and masks are off. We
appreciate our families keepings students home when
they are exhibiting COVID-like symptoms. Thank you
for your cooperation when we need to quarantine
students because of a close contact. Please remember
that actions outside of school can impact us here at
school. We are in this together to keep our school open
for our students. Even with all of the changes for 20202021 school year, we are accepting Open Enrollments
for 2021-2022. We have done two kindergarten
orientation experiences and have a third one planned
for March. We are also providing virtual tours for
families. We have space available in all grades levels
for families interested in our wonderful little school!
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GARDEN HAPPENINGS
Ann Pikle reports that January is
a wondeful time to get in late
winter

crops.

kindergarten,

Our
first,

preschool,

and

second

grade students have been busy
planting strawberries, snow snap
peas,

and

spinach--companion

planting-while

learning

about

what it means to group certain
"friendly" plants together.

In the

next couple of weeks, some of
the older grades will be working
on planting additional

lettuce,

cauliflower, broccoli, carrots and
collards,

and

of

course

their

"companion plants" onions, garlic,
nasturtium, and marigolds. These
particular

groupings

of

plants

maximize success for the plants,
helping

to

keep

away

pests,

attracting pollinators, and making
the best use of the space in the
garden bed.

