
THE ROAR

Echo  Canyon  PTO  Meeting
4th  Tuesday  of  the  Month

Held  virtually  via  zoom ,

this  month  we  meet

TUE . ,  NOV .  24   6  -  7pm

I  began my post-stay-at-home-mom career in PVUSD as an
instruct ional  a id with a special  needs student.  One of  the many
appeal  factors of  Echo Canyon was the var iety of  student
populat ions.  I 'm not forced to pick a favorite.  
Some information on the Library:  Al l  d istr ict  l ibrar ies are c losed to
students at  this  t ime.  Classroom checkouts began the week of
October 19th with enthusiasm. Right now, students can checkout
one book at  a t ime.  I  br ing a cart  of  books to the c lass and students
point to the one they'd l ike.  Returned books go into quarant ine for
a week.  They've al l  been fantast ic  audiences for stor ies and
act iv i t ies I 've done.  I ' l l  expand the checkout l imits later in the
semester.  Due to al l  the changes and l imits on t ime and space in
the l ibrary ,  I  cannot accept any book donations.
I 'm working hard to revamp the l ibrary into a l ively  space for the
students to return to.  -  Ms.  T

Dining for Dollars

NOVEMBER 18th
10:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Mention you’re with Echo Canyon School & our

school will receive a portion of your purchase. 

Please join us to support your school fundraiser.

44th & Indian School

4280 E Indian School Rd, Suite 101

www.modpizza.com

I 'm thr i l led to be here at  Echo Canyon!  A
l i t t le about me -  I 've spent the previous 5+
years in Youth Services at  the Arabian
Branch of  the Scottsdale Publ ic  L ibrary.  I  d id
everything from storyt ime with babies,
toddlers and emerging readers,  to STEM
programming,  pop culture programming ( I
can make a mean wizard's wand) and leading
the Teen Advisory Board.  Pr ior to that I  was
in the l ibrary at  Horizon High School  in
Paradise Val ley school  distr ict  (PVUSD).

MASK UP - ECHO CANYON STYLE
$10 child      $15 adult

Click here to order!

MEET OUR NEW LIBRARIAN: DAWN TREUDE!

HAPPENINGS
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Last month we raised $100!
Thank you to all of the families that participated!

http://www.modpizza.com/
https://checkout.square.site/buy/7RL2MTIOR4MXJSXZ46LZCXAY
https://checkout.square.site/buy/7RL2MTIOR4MXJSXZ46LZCXAY


GET TO KNOW
YOUR PTO

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
FOR OUR STUDENTS

I  enjoy running SEL support groups geared toward providing chi ldren
with helpful  language and strategies to confront s i tuat ions that may be
dif f icult  for them, before those issues escalate into problematic
behaviors or cr ises.  I  a lso have the pr iv i lege of  v is i t ing c lassrooms to
faci l i tate presentat ions focusing on ident i fy ing and control l ing emotions,
big problems/react ions versus smal l  problems/react ions,  conf l ict
resolut ion,  respect ,  and pract ic ing grat i tude…to name a few. 
 

In my experience,  recogniz ing our emotions and being mindful  of  how
they affect  us can play a role in our qual i ty  of  l i fe and help to bui ld
resi l ience.  This year especial ly ,  both chi ldren and adults are facing an
increase in personal  and environmental  stressors.  Encouraging the
kiddos to express their  feel ings has been a great reminder for me to
process my own! I t  has also been rewarding to recognize that whi le
some things in the world feel  more out of  our control  this  year than we
are accustomed to,  i t  is  a lso inspir ing to witness the pivots we have
made as a society in order to persevere and make the best of  a not-so-
great s i tuat ion.  Bravo,  humans!  I t  can be so easy to get stuck in a spiral
of  negat iv i ty ,  I  know I  have been gui l ty  of  i t  this  year ,  and I  appreciate
that making sure the students are seeing some of  the br ighter s ides of
an otherwise dim 2020 ensures that I  spot them as wel l .

Thank you for allowing me this opportunity.  Sending positive,
healthy vibes your way. -  Ms. Keely

My name is  Keely Anderson,  better known to many
Echo Canyon students as Miss Keely .  I  have had the
pleasure of  being a smal l  part  of  the Jaguar Family
over the last  couple of  years working as a
prevention special ist  through my non-prof i t
organizat ion Jewish Family  and Chi ldren’s  Services.
JFCS partners with SUSD to offer social -emotional
learning (SEL)  and early  intervent ion in order to
equip students with the necessary tools to f ind
healthy solut ions to problems.

Echo Canyon is so lucky to have Ms. Keely as a resource for our students! For more
information, you can contact her at Keely.Anderson@jfcsaz.org.
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PRESIDENT'S NOTE
I t ’s  November already!  As we move
into the winter season,  please
remember how hard your teachers
and staff  are working to keep ECS
healthy.  Every decis ion they make
is done with the considerat ion of
keeping everyone in our community
safe.  Thank you teachers,  admin,
and staff !  We are st i l l  sel l ing masks!
Purchase your ’s  onl ine today!

-Stephanie Peyton

I am so excited to introduce my new column on our PTO page! This edition of the ROAR is focused on how we are continuing our
efforts as a school community to maintain elements that keep the unique features of our school. We recognize that our
strengths are the focus on social emotional learning for students and integrating our gardens into our school environment. This year
we have begun a new program for Social Emotional Learning called Project Wisdom. It is part of our recorded morning announcements
for students and families to view. If you are interested in subscribing to our announcement YouTube channel, the link is
https://bit.ly/364qR5U.
We are so thankful to continue our partnership with the Blue Watermelon Project and our local chefs who have been so
creative in keeping the gardens and Chef in the Garden alive during these crazy times. Last spring, we were able to feature videos of
Chefs teaching mini classes for students. This fall we have been able to share grow boxes with some our students. Check out more
about that later in this newsletter. 
If you are looking for a job, we have open positions! We are looking for dedicated parents to join our team as lunch and recess
monitors. It is a fun and rewarding position that allows you to connect with students across all age levels. We value when we can hire
our own community members to serve at our school because it helps to strengthen the school/home connection. If you are interested
in applying, please visit https://scottsdale.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx.
As always, thank you for your continued support of your child’s education. If there is anything we can do to support you, please
do not hesitate to reach out. Sincerely, Ms. Hughes, Proud ECS Principal

A WORD FROM YOUR PRINCIPAL

http://echocanyonpto.com/
https://bit.ly/364qR5U
https://scottsdale.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx


BY  PAIGE  ROGERS

SCOTTSDALE PARENT COUNCIL NEWS

Mark your calendar - The SPC has several informative meetings and events coming up.  Details and
registration included below.
November  General  Meeting

SUSD Specialty Programs: As open enrol lment approaches,  we wi l l  hear from principals  about some of  the unique programs
offered in SUSD.
November  18th ,  6-7 :30  pm

Register :  www .tinyurl .com /SpcNovemberGeneral

Equity ,  Diversity  & Inclusion  Committee  Presents

LGBTQ+ Inclusion  in Our School :  a special  event for parents to learn how to support  our schools in fostering inclusion for
LGBTQ+ students,  famil ies and staff .
November  17th  from  6-7 :30  pm

Register :  www .tinyurl .com /SpcNovemberEvent

Outreach  Committee  Presents

Understanding 504 Plans :  Learn what a 504 plan is ,  how to request  one,  and the dif ference between a 504 plan and an IEP.
November  20th  from  5-6 :30pm

Register :  www .tinyurl .com /NovemberOutreach

Social  Responsibility  Committee  Presents

How Parents can Understand & Prevent Bullying:  a presentat ion from a Community Outreach Coordinator with the Attorney
General 's  off ice on the dif ferent types of  bul ly ing,  how it 's  affect ing our youth,  and preventat ive measures parents can take.  
 Fol lowed by a presentat ion on SUSD pol ic ies.
December  2nd  from  6-7 :30  pm

Register :  www .tinyurl .com /SpcDecemberEvent
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In an effort  to keep the Garden experience thr iv ing with our students,  Blue Watermelon
Project  has worked t irelessly  on coming up with innovat ive experiences.  Last  month,  our
PreK,  3rd grade,  and Special  Ed c lassrooms were provided with a unique Grow Box to
take the experience home. The f irst  box in this ongoing program

GARDEN UPDATES

featured the "Three Sisters"  -  Beans,  Squash,  and Corn.  Inside,
students f ind everything they need from r ich soi l ,  seeds,  and
grow containers.  The instruct ions provided also teach about
the vegetables:

"The crops of  corn,  beans,  and squash are known as the 3 s is ters .  They are the center  of  nat ive American
agricul ture and food tradit ions.  In Ar izona,  the 3 s is ters  were planted by the Hopi  as wel l  as the Navajo.
They are what is  known as "companion plants , "  they complement each other and they grow wel l  together ."

Part ic ipat ing c lassrooms wi l l  be sent a Chef in the Garden 3 Sisters Taco Lunch by Chef
Charleen Badman in the beginning of  November.  The next box is  in the works and wi l l
feature chickpeas for the 4th graders!
El la ,  one of  our Pre-Kindergarten students,  enjoyed this experience at  home with her
family .  Her favorite part  was "putt ing the dirt  in."  Mom, Jessica Scordo,  shared " I t 's  been
a very fun family  experience,  and we have enjoyed our new dai ly  rout ine of  water ing the
plants together and the gir ls  running outside after school  each day to see how big the
plants are gett ing."  E l la 's  s ister ,  Ar ia a lso attends Echo Canyon in 1st  grade and is
gett ing in on the fun.

http://www.tinyurl.com/SpcNovemberGeneral
http://www.tinyurl.com/SpcNovemberEvent
http://www.tinyurl.com/NovemberOutreach
http://www.tinyurl.com/SpcDecemberEvent

